Dear f:rienc{s, December 2008

We have had a remarkable year, most notablg because of ourfabulous Oth

Anm’versary Celebration which took P!ace in March with great success. A}Dout 70
Par’cicipants attended from all over the countrg, and theg very clearlg made known how
important this work is to them and their communities. Mark [Harris, author of the
acclaimed Grave Matters, traveled from Fennsglvania to be our kegnote sPeaker.
(He called me a revolu’cionaryl | was comforted since, as tlﬁeg say, “\/\/e”JDehaved
woman rarely make historg!”) Stories of home funeral care were told bg avariety of
Participants: People who, after attencling Crossings’ workshops, had founded
Crossings suPPor‘c groups of their own in Far~1qung Par’cs of the countrg; funeral
directors who are friends of our wori<; Peop]e who are working hard to open “green
burial” sites; and folks who had used our resources to guic{e them in funerals for their
own loved ones. We were all strengthened bg Crossings’ enc{uring mission, ]:)3 how
many were &oing this work and where and how theg were &oing it. We all headed for
home with even greater enthusiasm for the future of home funeral care. Over the
course of the weekenc{, we had transformed ourselves from many individuals working
from small centers of home death care in 15 states into a full blown movement, a rich
network of co”aborators, committed to c!nanging the way our culture handles its own

mortalitgl

Over the Pas’c year or two our commitment to sprcading the work of home funeral
education as wide]y as Possible has grown even cleePer‘ While we continue to teach
workshops and assist directlg with individual families in need of our support, we have
sought new ways to encourage communitg groups to work together to serve their own
communities’ needs. | o that encl, we have recent13 decided that our new|9 revised
Resource (Guide, which we had Previouslg sold, should be made available for free on
line, and for the cost of Pubiication in hard copy. In order to shift our focus toward a

more WlCIC]y accessib;e aPProach, we ﬂCCC{ more than everto ask ]COF HOUF SUPPOI’t.



We can only afford to Forgo the oPerating funds which the Resource (Guide has
Provided, if we can rePlace them with increased support from donations. We believe
that Provic{ing our Kesource Guide forfree is the right thing to do, a”owing PCOP!C of
all economic backgrounds access to the Practicalj legal, and spiritual wisdom we have
gainecl through 10 years of home funeral work. ]n these economic times, this access is
more imPor’can’c than ever. Flease consider ma‘(ing a generous donation this year in

support of Freeing the Resource (Guide to find as many readers as Possible.

We are Pleased to say that it is even easier to give tax-deductible ghcts to Crossings
on our website with your credit card througl'l Faypal. QOur small grassroots efforts
have achieved much with your l‘xelp, and we will continue to do so as we go forward

together into this New Year?i”ecl with much Promise.

With &eepest grati’cucle for all that you do,



